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Info for Legislative Constituent Contact Teams  

8/21/2019 version 

 
At this point, the only specific legislative item that we know will be important to us is SB 770 – 
see below. There will be advocacy training related to SB 770 in Eugene at 2:30 on Sunday, 
September 29. See our Facebook event page at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2332294180317897/  

Advocates who can do so should take the opportunity to attend the National Single Payer 
Conference in Portland National Single Payer Conference in Portland – October 18-20. See more 
information below. 

 

SB 770 (establishes the Universal Health Care Commission) 

Status:  SB 770 (click here to see full text) is now Chapter 629, Oregon Laws 2019. The bill 
establishes a Task Force on Universal Health Care that will make legislative recommendations 
regarding a single payer system in Oregon. It also charges the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) 
with making recommendations related to allowing buying into the Oregon Health Plan (OHP), 
which serves Oregon’s Medicaid population as well as some undocumented children (due to 
Cover All Kids, which we helped pass in an earlier session). 

At this point, general legislative contacts should focus on relationship building. Relating to SB 
770, please thank your legislator if they voted for SB 770 – every Democrat voted for it, and 
every Republican except one voted against it. Since the one Republican who voted for it is also 
the one who threatened violence against Oregon State Troopers if they attempted to bring him 
to the capitol to vote on the clean energy jobs bill, we will refrain from giving advice about 
thanking him for a yes vote on SB 770. 

Rep Marty Wilde (D-HD-11) and Rep. Cedric Hayden (R-HD 7) will be the legislators from the 
Oregon House on the task force. Rep. Wilde is the Executive Director of the Lane County 
Medical Society, and Rep. Hayden is a dentist who represents parts of Lane and Douglas 
counties.  

If you feel comfortable doing so, you could ask your Republican legislator why they did not 
support this method of exploring how we might get to a more affordable and equitable system.  

The timeline of SB 770 should be fixed. The A-engrossed version of the bill included the 
following clause in section 7(4) on p. 11 that was removed in the bill that got passed –  

(4) If the recommendations are not complete by February 1, 2021, the commission shall 
report to the committees of the Legislative Assembly related to health the work that 
remains and timeline for completion. 

https://www.hcao-action.org/events
https://www.hcao-action.org/events
https://www.facebook.com/events/2332294180317897/
https://www.healthcare-now.org/strategy-conference/2019-portland/
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB770/Enrolled
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB770/Enrolled
https://lcmedsociety.site-ym.com/login.aspx
https://lcmedsociety.site-ym.com/login.aspx
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A “sunrise” provision was added to SB 770 before it was finally passed, pushing the start time 
back as much as 10 months. The removal of clause 7(4) creates an impossible timeline for the 
task force. We have reached out to Sen. Manning, Rep. Wilde, and Sen. Dembrow about this 
issue. At this time there is probably no reason to bring it up with other legislators. 

We will send out more specific information regarding suggested legislative constituent contact 
team activities as we learn more about what the 2020 session might bring. In the meantime, 
click here to check out the advocacy training event in Eugene.  

 
 

National Single Payer Strategy Conference in Portland 
 
There will be a great opportunity for Oregon activists to attend the National Single Payer 
Strategy Conference in Portland. The program will mostly be put together by Healthcare-NOW! 
and Labor Campaign for Single Payer. One of the breakout sessions will be designed by One 
Payer States (OPS), and there will be an early Saturday evening event organized by OPS as well. 
The OPS website is a new and informative site, with reports on activities from several states. 
 
Please consider attending. For those who can only attend for a portion of the conference, the 
Saturday sessions will probably be the most informative and useful. 
 
 

New Oregon poll produces interesting results – has implications for advocacy 
 

(Most of this is excerpted from an August 12 Portland Business Journal Article) – A new poll 
commissioned by Warren George of Corvallis found that Oregon voters would consider a new 
health tax that could likely be two-to-three times as high as the state income tax. They were 
also told that under this hypothetical plan, a typical household would pay less than it currently 
pays in total health care outlays, and people with employer-paid health care would pay less 
tax. 

The result: 62 percent said they were inclined to vote for such a plan, with 22 percent 
“definitely” for it. 

Dr. Samuel Metz, a retired Portland anesthesiologist and longtime advocate for universal 
care, said he was “flabbergasted." 

Click here for a detailed 32 page report of the poll results – Good discussion of results on p. 29 

 
 

 
This information, including recommendations for citizen lobbying for Medicare for All (Single Payer) in 
Oregon, is prepared and sent to those who request it by the Legislative Committee of HCAO-Action. 
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